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UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS 17.56. 701
PETRCLEUM AND CHEM CAL SUBSTANCES

Sub- Chapter 7
Qut - of - Servi ce UST Systens and Cl osure

17.56.701 1 NACTIVE UST SYSTEMS (1) Wen the status of an
active UST systemis changed to inactive, owners and operators
shall notify the departnment, in witing, within 10 days after
the date the UST ceases to be used for dispensing, depositing or
storing regulated substances, shall continue operation and
mai nt enance of corrosion protection in accordance with ARM
17.56. 302, and shall continue operation and nai nt enance of any
rel ease detection in accordance with subchapter 4. Subchapters
5 and 6 nust be conplied with if a release is suspected or
confirmed. However, release detection is not required as |ong
as the UST systemis enpty. The UST systemis enpty when al
mat eri al s have been renoved using commonly enpl oyed practices so
that no nore than 2.5 centinmeters (one inch) of residue, or 0.3%
by weight of the total capacity of the UST system remains in
the system

(2) Wen an UST system is inactive for three nonths or
nore, owners and operators shall al so:

(a) enpty the UST system

(b) leave vent |ines open and functioning; and

(c) ~cap and secure all other lines, punps, nmanways, and
anci |l ary equi prent.

(3) UST system conponents that do not neet the corrosion
protection requirenents of ARM 17.56.201 or 17.56.202 nust be
permanently closed in accordance with ARM 17.56.702 through
17.56. 705.

(4) In order to return an inactive UST to active status,
owners and operators, in addition to complying with al
appl i cabl e UST requirenments under this subchapter, shall:

(a) when an UST has a valid operating permt and is
inactive for 12 nonths or |ess, provide the departnent with 30
days advance witten notice of the owner or operator's intent to
return the UST to active status;

(b) when an UST has a valid operating permt and is
i nactive for nore than 12 nont hs:

(1) provide the departnent with 30 days advance witten
notice of the owner or operator's intent to return the UST to
active status; and
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17.56. 701 ENVI RONVENTAL QUALI TY

(i) perform a precision tank tightness test, Iline
tightness tests and functionality tests of all nechanical and
el ectronic release detection equipnent, and submt all test
results to the departnent. The owner and operator may return
the UST to active status only upon receipt of notice fromthe
departnment indicating that the test results are satisfactory.
Al'l tests nust be conducted in accordance with accepted industry
standards and nust neet the performance requirements in ARM
17.56. 407 and 17.56. 408;

(c) when an UST does not have a valid operating permt,
but no nore than 12 nonths have passed since the expiration date
of the last operating permt issued for the UST:

(i) provide the departnment with advance witten notice as
required in (4)(b)(i); and

(i1i) obtain a conditional operating permt in accordance
with ARM 17.56.310 and a conpliance inspection in accordance
with ARM 17. 56. 309;

(d) when an UST does not have a valid operating permt,
and nore than 12 nonths have passed since the expiration date of
the | ast operating permt issued for the UST:

(i) provide the departnment with advance witten notice as
required in (4)(b)(i);

(i) perform a precision tank tightness test, Iline
tightness tests and functionality tests of all nechanical and
el ectronic rel ease detection equi pnment, and submt test results
to the departnent. The owner and operator may return the UST to
active status only upon receipt of notice from the departnent
indicating that the test results are satisfactory. Al tests
nmust be conducted in accordance with accepted i ndustry standards
and nmust neet the performance requirenents in ARM 17.56. 407 and
17.56. 408; and

(ii1) obtain a conditional operating permt in accordance
with ARM 17.56.310 and a conpliance inspection in accordance
with ARM 17. 56. 309;

(e) when an UST does not have a valid operating permt,
conti nuous operation and mai nt enance of corrosion protection in
accordance wth ARM 17.56. 302 cannot be denonstrated, and nore
than three years have passed since the expiration date of the
| ast operating permt issued for the UST:

(1) nmeet all the requirenents in (4)(d)(i) through
(4)(d)(iii); and

(i1) show that the UST is structurally sound based upon an
internal inspection. (H story: 75-11-505, 75-11-509, MCA; | M,
75-11-505, 75-11-509, MCA; NEW 1989 MAR p. 1912, Eff. 11/23/89;
TRANS, from DHES, 1995 MAR p. 2259; AMD, 2003 MAR p. 2759, Eff.
12/ 12/ 03.)
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UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS 17.56. 702
PETRCLEUM AND CHEM CAL SUBSTANCES

17.56. 702 PERMANENT CLOSURE AND CHANGES- | N- SERVI CE

(1) At least 30 days before beginning either permanent
closure or a change-in-service under (2) and (3), owners and
operators nmust notify the departnent and the inplenenting agency
in witing of their intent to permanently close or nmake the
change-in-service, wunless such action is in response to
corrective action already notified to the departnment under
subchapter 6. The required assessnent of the excavation zone
under ARM 17.56.703 nust be performed after notifying the
departnent and the inplenmenting agency but before conpletion of
t he permanent closure or a change-in-service.

(2) To permanently close a tank or connected piping or
bot h, owners and operators nust enpty and clean it by renoving
all liquids and accunul ated sl udges. Al'l  tanks, connected
pi pi ng, or both, taken out of service permanently nust also be
either renoved from the ground or, when approved by the
departnent, filled with an inert solid material.

(3) Conti nued use of an UST system to store a non-
regul at ed substance is considered a change-in-service. Before a
change-in-service, owners and operators nust enpty and cl ean the
UST system by renoving all |iquid, accumulated sludge and all
conbusti bl e and fl ammabl e vapors and conduct a site assessnent
in accordance with ARM 17.56. 703.

(4) The follow ng cleaning and cl osure procedures adopted
by reference in (5) nust be used to conply with this rule:

(a) American Petroleum Institute Recommended Practice

1604, "Renoval and Disposal of Used Underground Petroleum
St orage Tanks";
(b) American Petroleum Institute Publication 2015,

"Cl eani ng Petrol eum St orage Tanks";

(c) American Petroleum Institute Recommended Practice
1631, "Interior Lining of Underground Storage Tanks," may be
used as gui dance for conpliance with this section; and

(d) The National Institute for Cccupational Safety and
Health "Criteria for a Recommended Standard * * * Wirking in
Confi ned Space” nmay be used as guidance for conducting safe
cl osure procedures at sone hazardous substance tanks.

(5) The departnent hereby adopts and incorporates by
reference:

(a) American Petroleum Institute Recommended Practice
1604, "Renoval and Disposal of Used Underground Petroleum
Storage Tanks" which sets forth closure practices for UST
systenms and a copy of which my be obtained from AP
Publ i cations Departnment, 1220 L Street NW Washi ngton, DC 20005,
(202) 682-8375;
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(b) American Petroleum Institute Publication 2015,
"Cleaning Petrol eum Storage Tanks" which sets forth cleaning
standards for UST tanks and a copy of which may be obtained from
APl Publications Departnent, 1220 L Street NW Washington, DC
20005, (202) 682-8375;

(c) American Petroleum Institute Recommended Practice
1631, "Interior Lining of Underground Storage Tanks," may be
used as guidance for conpliance with this section which sets
forth entrance standards for UST tanks and a copy of which may
be obtained from APl Publications Departnment, 1220 L Street NW
Washi ngton, DC 20005, (202) 682-8375; and

(d) The National Institute for Cccupational Safety and
Health "Criteria for a Recommended Standard * * * Whrking in
Confined Space"” which sets forth standards for working inside an
UST tank and a copy of which may be obtai ned from Superi nt endent
of Docunents, CGovernment Printing Ofice, Washington, DC 20402,
(202) 783-3238. (H story: 75-10-405, MCA, | MP, 75-10-405, MCA
NEW 1989 MAR p. 1912, Eff. 11/23/89; TRANS, from DHES, 1995 MAR
p. 2259.)

17.56. 703 ASSESSING THE SITE AT CLOSURE OR CHANGE- | N-
SERVICE (1) Before permanent closure or a change-in-service is
conpl eted, owners and operators nust neasure for the presence of
a release where contamnation is nost likely to be present at
the UST site. When neasuring for the presence of a rel ease
owners and operators nust:

(a) Collect soil sanples, as soon as possible after the
tank, piping, or both have been renoved, at the base of the tank
excavation and piping trench at suspected worst-case | ocations,
whi ch | ocations may i ncl ude:

(1) areas around the tank and piping that record the
hi ghest concentrati ons of hydrocarbon vapor recorded with vapor
noni toring instruments;

(ii) areas around the tank and piping that | ook stained or
di scol or ed;

(ti1) the | owest point of the tank;

(tv) where the tank neets the piping; and

(v) beneath the fill lines. For tank renoval, at |east
two soil sanples, one from either end of the tank or at
suspected worst-case |ocations, shall be taken at |east one to
two feet bel ow the base of the maxi num excavation depth for each
tank over 600 gallons being closed. One soil sanple shall be
col |l ected beneath tanks with a capacity of 600 gallons or |ess.
| f contam nated soil is renoved from the excavation site, at
| east one conposite sanple of the contam nated soil shall be
coll ected for analysis. For piping renoval, soil sanples shal
be coll ected every 20 feet at the base of the piping trench, and
at suspected worst-case |ocations. Up to five piping trench
sanpl es may be conposited.
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(b) If ground water is encountered in the tank excavati on,
the presence of free product should be neasured and a sanpl e of
the water collected for analysis.

(c) In selecting sanple types, sanple |ocations, and
measur enent net hods, owners and operators nust consider the
nmet hod of closure, the nature of the stored substance, type of
backfill, depth to ground water, and other factors appropriate
for identifying the presence of a release. The departnent and
the inplenenting agency should be consulted to assist in
determining sanple types, sanple |ocations, and neasurenent
nmet hods. The Montana Quality Assurance Plan for Investigation
of Underground Storage Tank Rel eases should be used as a guide
for the collection, preservation and analysis of field sanples.

(d) Field hydrocarbon vapor analyzers can be used as
screening tools to determne the presence of a release and to
assist in determning the extent of contam nated soil to be

renoved. These anal yzers, however, should not be wused to
confirm the absence of soil or water contam nation. Only
| aboratory analysis of sanples wll be accepted by the
department to confirm the absence of soi | or water

cont am nation

(2) If sanpling indicates contam nated soils, contam nated
ground water, or if free product as a liquid or vapor is
di scovered under (1), or by any other manner, owners and
operators nust begin corrective action in accordance wth
subchapter 6. A release nust be reported to the departnent and
to the inplenenting agency by the owner or operator within 24
hours. (Hi story: 75-10-405, MCA; | MP, 75-10-405, MCA, NEW
1989 MAR p. 1912, Eff. 11/23/89; TRANS, from DHES, 1995 MAR p.
2259.)

17.56.704 APPLICABILITY TO PREVIQUSLY CLOSED UST SYSTENS

(1) Wien directed by the departnent, the owner and
operator of a permanently closed UST system nust access the
excavation zone and close the UST systemin accordance with this
subchapter if releases fromthe UST may, in the judgnent of the
departnment, pose a current or potential threat to human health
and the environnment. (H story: 75-10-405, MCA; | MP, 75-10-405,
MCA;, NEW 1989 MAR p. 1912, Eff. 11/23/89; TRANS, from DHES

1995 MAR p. 2259.)
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17.56.705 CLOSURE RECORDS (1) Owners and operators mnust
mai ntain records in accordance with ARM 17.56.305 that are
capabl e of denonstrating conpliance with closure requirenents
under this subchapter. Results of the excavation zone
assessnment required in ARM 17.56. 703 nust be maintai ned for at
| east three years after conpletion of permanent closure or
change-in-service in one of the foll ow ng ways:

(a) by the owners and operators who took the UST system
out of service;

(b) by the current owners and operators of the UST system
site; or

(c) by mailing these records to the departnent if the
records cannot be maintained at the closed facility.

(2) Omers and operators mnust submt a conpleted tank
closure report to the departnment within 30 days of closure on a
form desi gnated by the departnent. (Hi story: 75-10-405, MCA
LMP, 75-10-405, MCA; NEW 1989 MAR p. 1912, Eff. 11/23/89;
TRANS, from DHES, 1995 MAR p. 2259.)

17.56.706 REQUI REMENT TO EMPTY NONCOWPLI ANT USTS

(1) The departnment may require an owner or operator to
i medi ately enpty an UST system upon a finding that the UST
systemis not in conpliance with any of the requirenments in ARM
Title 17, chapter 56, subchapters 2, 3, 4 or 7 and that allow ng
the contents to remain in the UST system poses a risk to public
health or the environnment. (H story: 75-11-505, MCA, 1 MP, 75-
11-505, MCA; NEW 2003 MAR p. 2759, Eff. 12/12/03.)
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